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To prevent students from accessing non-school-related content during classes, most K-
12 schools implement some form of website blocking through network-level restrictions and 
forced extensions on student devices. However, some websites blocked by these restrictions 
may inhibit the development of student passions and even classroom content. To combat these 
internet access restrictions, organizations and individuals—such as Titanium Network—have 
invested countless hours into bypassing internet restrictions in schools. They employ 
technologies such as web proxies and DNS bypasses to achieve this goal, recruiting volunteer 
developers from all over the country to advance their technologies. As both bypass and 
censorship technology become stronger, evaluating the ethical considerations on both sides of 
the debate becomes necessary.  

On one hand, proponents of strict blocking argue that students are less likely to be 
distracted by non-educational content during class. This allows for a more controlled classroom 
environment that ensures the students are focused on classroom activities the most. They believe 
bypassing institutional restrictions with web proxies undermines the authority and purpose of the 
school’s policies. Further, reducing time spent by educators watching students for possible non-
educational activities leads to better learning outcomes. By creating or using web proxies, 
individuals can access content that might be inappropriate or even detrimental in a school 
setting, which can lead to disciplinary actions or even legal consequences. It is the educational 
institution’s responsibility to prevent such negative incidents.  

On the other hand, the over-restriction of websites can hinder students' ability to explore 
their interests and utilize certain online resources that could help enhance their learning 
experience. By unintentionally blocking websites that offer valuable educational content, schools 
may unintentionally limit students' opportunities for personal and academic growth. Proponents 
of web proxy usage further argue that in cases where censorship is used to suppress critical 
viewpoints or control narratives, web proxies become a tool for ensuring that individuals can 
make informed decisions and think critically, free from institutional bias.  
 
Discussion Questions  

1. Do schools have a responsibility to find a balance between maintaining an environment 
conducive to learning and allowing students access to a broader range of online 
resources that can support their development?  

2. Should individuals have the right to access all information on the internet, or are there 
legitimate reasons for restrictions in certain environments?  

3. When is it right for students to use web proxies? 
 




