
Philosophy Learning and Teaching Organization 
P.O. Box 1304, East Northport, NY 11731

PLATO Philosophy Fund Application 

Thank you for Applying! 

Project Title:   Think Again: Engaging Youth in Political Justice 
Through Philosophy and Ethics      
Dates for Project: 2/18/2019—8/18/2019    
Amount of Funding Requested:    $5,540     

1. Please describe the project, including any work 
that has already been done to develop it. (500 words 
max) 

Think Again: Engaging Youth in Political Justice Through Philosophy and Ethics, is a project  
to be launched for youth in schools and community centers in the inner city of Los Angeles. We envision 
the program providing a space for students of diverse backgrounds to collaboratively practice critical 
thinking by applying it to moral and political questions and relevant issues in their schools and 
communities. Think Again is an outreach program that promotes engagement with philosophical subject 
matter outside a traditional academic context and specifically focuses on expanding the reach and utility 
of philosophy to individuals historically overlooked given their socio-economic status, race, gender, and 
other underrepresented “social markers.” We will work with students from Title I schools in Inglewood, 
Compton, and Watts. The program will extend invitation to Native youth working with the Tribal Learning 
community & Educational Exchange program at UCLA. In addition to it’s partnership with Project Blkk 
Futr, Think Again is seeking partnership with several organizations and centers in Los Angeles including, 
Social Justice Learning Institute in Inglewood, New Earth Life in Culver City, the Watts Youth Center, and 
will seek to engage participants with undergraduates from the Center for Critical Race Studies at UCLA 
that combines intellectual rigor and a passion for social justice and racial equality. 

Participants will be given the opportunity to learn about social ethics through the lens of several political 
philosophers, and especially the educational philosopher Paulo Freire’s discourse on youth’s political and 
civic development. Students will examine Freire’s ideas as they are articulated in Pedagogy of the 
Oppressed, exploring fundamental themes and ideas, including issues of humanization, teacher/student 
relationship, reflection, dialogue, praxis, and his larger emancipatory vision. We believe Freire’s approach 
to education is important for youth to engage with because it cultivates individual consciousness and 
critical analysis of society and one’s place in it by using empowering and interactive methods for 
intergroup dialogue and community service. The aim is social change as learning. Think Again offers 
youth applied educational opportunities for building consciousness and actively supports positive 
development and participatory community action projects. The project will also develop a unique 
curriculum that will include readings and lessons on political and moral thinkers such as, Angela Davis, 
James Baldwin, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr., Audre Lorde, W.E.B. Du Bois, Richard Wright, Bell 
Hooks, Frantz Fanon, Ta-Nehisi Coates, Gloria Anzaldua, Cornell West, and Michelle Alexander, among 
others. These thinkers will help enable students to demystify and understand the political power relations 
responsible for social marginalization. We believe it is so important that youth be given a framework for 
practicing critical thinking to better question, understand, critique, and address the political realm and the 
specific social issues they experience. These might include, though not limited to, school segregation, 
school-to-prison pipeline, underused and irrelevant youth services, lack of access to health care, the 
social and emotional impact of implicit racial bias, etc. 

The project embraces culturally relevant pedagogy that seeks to affirm and draw on the multifaceted 
identities that each student brings into the classroom. These approaches advocate for doing so without 
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fetishizing “diverse” communities and without feeding stereotypes or reducing complex identities to simple 
traditions and celebrations. These approaches are important given the Euro-centric nature of U.S. K-12 
curriculum. Recognizing and celebrating multifaceted identities is important for creating a culture in which 
peer discourse is constructive. Through establishing philosophy “contact zones”, youth and educators will 
enter conversations with gender, ability, socioeconomic, or race-based privilege. We believe it is essential 
to have ethical dialogues in educational settings where student’s experiences, cultures, lifestyles, 
languages, and traditions are upheld, so that students become used to the idea that their own narratives 
are only partial pieces of the story, and they learn to question stereotypes and the dominant narratives 
perpetuated by society. Through diverse contact zones students will demystify and understand the 
political, economic, and social power relations responsible for social oppressions.  

We have secured a grant from the American Philosophical Association’s Berry Fund for Public 
Philosophy. Additionally we have secured a fiscal sponsorship through the Institute for Education, 
Research, and Scholarships. 

2. What is the purpose of this project? (500 words max) 

The organizing purpose of Think Again can be understood in terms of three interrelating pathways that we 
believe the practice of philosophy offers youth a novel framework in which to navigate within:  

People: Fostering the emotional and political consciousness of youth by making identity central. Identities 
are complex ways that young people identify themselves, as well as how they are seen by the larger 
society. Because power and privilege are often granted based on identity (with the most going to white, 
heterosexual, middle-class men), women, people of color, and poor and gay youth often bear the brunt of 
social inequality. Think Again views identity as central to the developing consciousness of youth and 
places a high value on the potential role philosophy can play to empower youth to address social 
inequalities that personally affect them. 
Power: Nurturing the philosophical analysis of power within social relationships encourages youth to 
examine the root causes of social problems for themselves. We believe that features of the social world—
including power imbalances, violence and oppression, intergroup conflict, communication barriers, and 
stereotyping—can strain the possibility for the voices of marginalized youth in communities to be 
effectively heard. Think Again uses philosophy to address this social ill by cultivating knowledge of how 
the misuse of power in institutions creates systems that reproduce multiple forms of inequality. 
Philosophical analysis of power will help to reveal hidden systems of privilege and encourage critical 
thinking about social problems.  
Place: Nurturing communities to help youth feel deeply rooted and connected. Think Again communicates 
messages that promote social and political justice among youth in their communities. We believe the 
mission of philosophy should embrace youth culture and provide an alternative to traditional social 
sciences by shifting the perception of youth as the “researched” to youth as the researchers. This 
approach places knowledge at the center of youth’s community and upholds the equal dignity and self-
respect of vulnerable and marginalized populations.  

3. Who will benefit from the project, and how? (500 
words max) 

Think Again will engage youth with philosophical subject matter outside a traditional academic context 
and specifically focus on expanding the reach and utility of philosophy to youth historically overlooked 
given their socio-economic status, race, gender, and other underrepresented “social markers.” We will 
work with students from Title I schools in Inglewood, Compton, and Watts. Following the PLATO program 
creation guide for non-profits, Think Again will extend invitation to Native youth working with the Tribal 
Learning community & Educational Exchange program at UCLA and the youth involved in the Edmund D. 
Edelman Children’s Courthouse. In addition to it’s partnership with Project Blkk Futr, Think Again is 
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seeking partnership with several organizations and centers in Los Angeles including, Social Justice 
Learning Institute in Inglewood, New Earth Life in Culver City, the Watts Youth Center, and will seek to 
engage participants with undergraduates from the Center for Critical Race Studies at UCLA that 
combines intellectual rigor and a passion for social justice and racial equality. 

In connection to the research and critical analysis, students will create a year-long participatory political 
justice action project. Examples of social justice research projects include: 1) interrogating privilege and 
constructions of “merit” in racially integrated suburban schools, 2) facilitating research acquire youth 
document the sexuality climates and heteronormativity in schools and beyond, 3) researching the long 
arms of the “Foucault’s Panopticon”—the experience of surveillance, stereotyping, commodification and 
resistance on the streets of youth, 4) what are the health care measures that could be offered within 
juvenile facilities and upon release to highlight disparity issues and assist with community reintegration as 
key components for reducing recidivism? 5) the problem of colorblindness in public policy (i.e. The New 
Jim Crow), among many others that will come from the particular experiences of the youth. 

4. What is the plan for developing and implementing 
the project? Include a timeline. 

The project is structured to begin by offering two weekly workshop sessions: one during the week and 
one during the weekend.  We expect each session to have between 10-15 participants bringing a total in 
the program to roughly 20-30 youth participants. Additionally, we will host two quarterly community events 
that showcase each participant’s capstone political research projects. These are (tentatively) scheduled to 
be held in July and December of 2019. The goal is to eventually receive funding to create a permanent 
space for Think Again to become established within communities most impacted by political 
marginalization. 

February—March 2019   
Project team meeting with advisory board and youth partner organizations. Begin research and 
curriculum development. Set up interviews with potential public program providers and outreach partners. 
Start implementing the project in March. 

April—June 2019 
Continue implementing the project. Consult scholars from relevant Centers and organizations for 
feedback. Modify drafts of curriculum contingent on youth interaction. Continue implementing the 
program. 

July—September 2019 
Finalize outreach and engage community members. Students present their participatory philosophy 
action projects within their schools, after school organizations, and communities. Conduct formal review 
and assessment and further research in preparation for changes before the start of the second round of 
the project. Publish results in relevant philosophy journal (e.g. Teaching Philosophy) and present the 
results at upcoming philosophy conferences. Collaborate with philosophers about the experience.  

5. What other funding sources have you explored for 
this project? 

California Humanities 
Teaching Tolerance 
American Philosophical Association 
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6. Please list your budget, including any amounts 
from other sources. 

I. Project Personnel 
Salaries & Benefits (itemize) 
Project Director: $1,800 
Other (Facilitators): $800 

II. Program Implementation 
Research: $300 
Supplies and Materials: $300 
Venue rental (for meetings, performances, etc.): $400 
Other (website): $450 

III. Administrative (directly related to project) 
Assistance: $400 

IV. Indirect (up to 10% of requested grant funds) 
Organizational overhead or fiscal sponsor fee: $445 

Total expenses: $4,895 


