
Philosophy Learning and Teaching Organization 
P.O. Box 1304, East Northport, NY 11731 

 
PLATO Philosophy Fund Application 

 
Thank you for Applying! 

 
Project Title: _P4C on Campus  
Dates for Project: week of December 2-6 (tentative)  
Amount of Funding Requested: $ 4,500  
 
1. Please describe the project, including any work that has already 
been done to develop it. (500 words max) 
 
Since Winter 2016, the Philosophy Department at CSU Bakersfield has 
been developing a Philosophy for Children program and offering P4C 
conversations at public libraries and elementary schools.  
 
The CSUB P4C program has multiple components:  

• A lower division course, CAFS/PHIL 2620 Philosophy for Children, 
introduces CSUB students to philosophical inquiry and diverse P4C 
methodologies.  

• This lower division course prepares students for an experiential and 
service learning course, CAFS/PHIL 3620 P4C Practicum, where 
students design a curriculum and facilitate weekly P4C sessions 
with children in local elementary schools.  

• Interested students have the option of enrolling in an internship 
course, PHIL 4620, and setting up a P4C program in a public library 
or after-school program under faculty supervision. 

• Faculty and students offer weekly or bi-monthly programs at two 
public libraries. 

• Faculty and students offer intensive summer workshops for P4C and 
P4Teens during July and August. 

 
The event for which I am requesting funding is connected to the practical 
training part of the lower division course. Students enrolled in CAFS / 
PHIL 2620 will plan, prepare, and hold P4C conversations at the 
university library for a visiting class of elementary school age 
children. This is an opportunity for CSUB students to put to practice the 
skills they have been learning throughout the semester and it is an 
opportunity for children from a local elementary school to visit the 
university in their city and participate in an open forum on big ideas, 
practicing what we hope they will aspire to as future college students. 
 
For this event, we choose an elementary school from a socio-economically 
challenged area of Bakersfield. We invite 4-6th Grade Children for a 
campus field trip. The field trip includes a campus tour as well as a P4C 
conversation at the university library.  
 
The inaugural event for this program took place in Fall 2018. We hosted 
one hundred and sixty students from the Fifth-Grade classes of Ramon 
Garza Elementary on November 6th, 2018, for three hours, offering them 
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the itinerary I described above as well as P4C T-shirts and CSUB 
promotional materials. 
 
The funding from PLATO will pay for the expenses for this “P4C on 
Campus” event, and help us establish it as an annual event for our P4C 
program and our campus.  
 
2. What is the purpose of this project? (500 words max) 
 
The aims of our P4C program are two-fold.  

• On the one hand, we hope to widen an interest in and appreciation of 
philosophical thinking and conversation both in the public at large 
and in university students leaning towards instructional 
occupations.  

• On the other hand, believing in the power of open philosophical 
inquiry to inspire and foster democratic and respectful dialogue as 
well as a sense of community, we hope to offer opportunities of 
communication and inquiry of “big ideas” to young persons that 
reinforce their curiosity and openness to inquiry.  

 
These goals above are also common goals of P4C programs across the 
country and abroad.  
 
The emphasis unique to our program of using the public libraries and the 
university library as venues for these discussions arose out of current 
concerns:  
 

• In 2014, a study listed Bakersfield as one of the five least literate 
cities in the United States (http://time.com/9549/the-5-least-literate-
cities-in-america/).  

• In 2016, Measure F that proposed a tax to support public libraries 
was voted down 
(https://ballotpedia.org/Kern_County,_California,_Library_Sales_Tax
,_Measure_F_(June_2016)). 

 
As a philosophy professor, I was troubled by both the low literacy in my 
city and the indifference towards libraries by the public at large, and The 
P4C program at CSUB came to existence partially as a response to the dire 
need for support for public libraries as institutions of intellectual 
inquiry and community engagement.  
 
The event for which we are seeking funding continues the emphasis on 
connecting P4C practice with the tradition and values of public libraries. 
By hosting children at the open, welcoming, and quite majestic Dezember 
Room of the university library, we both honor the role of libraries in our 
intellectual and communal life and give children the opportunity to 
emulate being university students for a few hours.  
 
3. Who will benefit from the project, and how? (500 words max) 
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This event offers children, from socio-economically disadvantaged areas 
of Bakersfield, an opportunity to visit the university campus and engage in 
an intellectually valuable and fun activity.  
 
This event also provides university students taking the P4C methods class 
an opportunity to put to work their semester-long training and get a taste 
of the work they will practice in their community outreach in the future. 
 
4. What is the plan for developing and implementing the project? 
Include a timeline. 
 
August 15-September 15, 2019:  

• Reach out to principals from BCSD (Bakersfield city school district) 
elementary schools to see whether they’d be interested in a 4th-6th 
grade school trip to campus 

• Establish possible event dates by checking 
o Library (Dezember Room) availability 
o CAFS/PHIL 2620 Students’ availability 
o Campus Outreach for availability of staff for campus tours  

 
September 30, 2019:  

• Finalize event school and event date 
• Inform Campus and Department about event 

 
October 15, 2019:  

• Order books and t-shirts for children 
• Prepare event flier and share with elementary school and campus 

 
October 30, 2019:  

• CAFS/PHIL 2620 students propose session ideas and begin working on 
lesson plans 

 
November 15, 2019: 

• CAFS/PHIL 2620 students practice their lesson plans in mock P4C 
sessions 

• My students and I visit incoming elementary school classes that will 
attend the event for a meet and greet session 

 
December 1-10, 2019: 

• P4C on Campus event 
 
December 15, 2019: 

• My students and I visit the elementary school classes that attended 
the event for a follow-up conversation. 

o We have the children do a short survey on their experience 
with the campus trip and P4C conversation 

o We inform the children of our semester and summer programs 
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5. What other funding sources have you explored for this project? 
 
In partnership with the Walter Stiern Library, I am in the process of 
inquiring about possible funding from Barnes & Noble Book store.  
 
I have received support in the past, from Kegley Institute of Ethics, CSUB 
Philosophy Department and Child, Adolescent, Family Studies Department 
as well as Dean of Campus Outreach, Dean of Arts and Humanities, and The 
Provost’s office. I am planning on seeking support from my institution 
again for this year’s event.  
 
6. Please list your budget, including any amounts from other sources. 
 
Last year, we had to host about eighty children in the same room, engaging 
in simultaneous P4C conversations in Groups of sixteen, and it was not an 
optimal set-up.  
 
Funding from PLATO would allow me to offer the event over two days, 
dividing the number of students from a whole grade-level (around one 
hundred and sixty children) in half. 
 
Having around eighty children visit and participate in P4C conversations 
per day would make the event more manageable and successful for both 
the CSUB students and the visiting children. About forty students would 
occupy the library room at any given time, and the children will be able to 
hear each other as well as the student facilitators and not feel crowded 
in the space provided. 
 
Event Costs: 
 
Dezember Room rent: $ 300/day, $600 total 
T-shirts for Children: $ 16/item, $2400 total 
Books for children: $10/item, $1500 total 
 
TOTAL: $4500  
 
Thank you for considering our “P4C on Campus” event for the PLATO 
Grant. 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Senem Saner 
 

 


