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PLATO Philosophy Fund Application 

 
Thank you for Applying! 

 
Project Title: __ Philosophy Begins in Wonder 
Dates for Project: _May 2019 – May 2020_______________ 
Amount of Funding Requested: _$5,000________________ 
 
1. Please describe the project, including any 
work that has already been done to develop it. 
(500 words max) 
 
Philosophy Begins in Wonder would support precollege and public philosophy in the Greater 
Verde Valley of Arizona. (The Greater Verde Valley includes the cities of Sedona and 
Cottonwood, the towns of Camp Verde, Clarkdale, and Jerome, and unincorporated county 
areas.) Sedona Philosophy is an Arizona Benefit Corporation whose offerings include free 
community programming, as well as fee-based consulting and environmental programs. We are 
requesting funding from PLATO to develop a new youth program, and for general operational 
support for free public programming.  
 
Philosophy Begins in Wonder will connect our wonder about the beauty of nature, to wonder 
about the world generally. Philosophy starts with the impulse to ask why. The practice of asking 
why can be as helpful in scientific inquiry as it is in ethical reflection and public policy 
deliberation. We will create opportunities for people to wonder, reflect, and examine their ideas 
by creating platforms for philosophical dialogue and inquiry 
 
Precollege Environmental Ethics Programs 
We would use the Philosopher’s Toolkit, other PLATO resources, and our background in 
philosophy to develop a middle school environmental ethics program. We will offer 
environmental ethics through two existing youth education programs. 

(1) Benefactors of Red Rock State Park School Connection Program 
This program coordinates with local schools to provide environmental education programs. 
Current offerings are in the STEM fields of Wildlife Exploration and Expeditions; Archeology; 
Botany Exploration & Expeditions; Geology; and Water. An environmental ethics program 
would show how philosophy complements STEM topics, and will cultivate value-based inquiry 
alongside empirical studies. 

(2) Yavapai College, College for Kids 
This program offers classes to Verde Valley youth in the summer. In 2019, College for Kids will 
be offered in Sedona for the first time. The organizers have asked Sedona Philosophy to teach an 
environmental ethics class that includes visits to Red Rock State Park, the Sedona wetlands, and 
National Forest Service trails, in addition to spending time on Yavapai College campuses.  
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Public Philosophy Programs 
General operating support from PLATO would enable Sedona Philosophy to continue to offer 
free public philosophy programs. We believe this adult programming aligns with PLATO’s 
interest in supporting public philosophy broadly construed. Sedona Philosophy currently offers 
dialogues after film screenings, coordinates the local League of Women Voters’ Philosophy & 
Politics series, and offers several one-off programs to augment community events, such as the 
Smithsonian Institute’s Water/Ways exhibit that will be installed in the Camp Verde Library 
from August 24 - October 6, 2019. We would also use this funding to support a community 
philosophy reading and dialogue group that we are planning to launch in March, 2019. 
 
Developmental Work for Precollege Environmental Ethics Programs 
We have established relationships with Red Rock State Park and Yavapai College that would 
facilitate the implementation of an environmental ethics component to their existing youth 
programs.  
 
Developmental Work for Public Philosophy Programs 
We have established relationships with the League of Women Voters Greater Verde Valley, 
Sedona International Film Festival, and the Smithsonian Water/Ways program that would 
facilitate the implementation of public philosophy programming. 
 
2. What is the purpose of this project? (500 
words max) 
 
The purpose of this project is to encourage people of all ages to wonder about the natural and 
human-centered world, and then work on organizing those ideas in more systematic ways. 
Taking our cue from Socrates in Delphi, we believe that beautiful natural settings inspire a 
wonder about the world that in turn motivates questions of understanding, right action, and 
goodness. By creating meaningful opportunities for philosophical dialogue and inquiry, a 
secondary purpose is to build public esteem for the value of the practice of philosophy. 
 
Precollege Programming 
These philosophy programs will make an explicit connection between STEM programming and 
related reflections about environmental ethics and stewardship. STEM programs are respected, 
supported, and popular.  STEM education is important, but so are the humanities in general and 
philosophy in particular. Our purpose is to model how philosophy can augment and enhance 
STEM offerings. We will ask questions that encourage students to develop a reflective and 
value-based mode of inquiry, such as What is an environmental ethic? and How are our ethical 
duties to the natural world similar or different from our ethical duties to people? Environmental 
Connections at Red Rock State Park has been successful for years, and enjoys accolades such as, 
“This is a wonderful program that immerses kids in science.” Our purpose in offering an 
environmental ethics program is to create a similarly wonderful program, that immerses kids in 
ethics and epistemology. (They might even learn the word epistemology, and discover new ways 
to think about just what it means to know something.)  
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Public Programming 
The purpose of public philosophy programming is to make philosophical inquiry and dialogue 
relevant, useful, and enriching in personal and public life. A philosophy program that asks 
participants to examine the difference between Aristotelian and Stoic conceptions of happiness 
would be relevant to personal life. A program that fosters deliberation about immigration or 
another policy concern would be relevant to public life.  
 
3. Who will benefit from the project, and how? 
(500 words max) 
 
Precollege Students 
Students who participate in the environmental ethics programs will benefit by making a 
connection between scientific and philosophical study, engaging in value-based inquiry, and 
learning to critically and creatively examine what they are told. The ability to assess information 
and arguments is an important skill to cultivate early on and throughout our lives. As easy access 
to data proliferates, people of every age benefit from honing their skills as curators and critics, 
who can sift through, sort, and evaluate information.  
 
Community members  
Community members across the Greater Verde Valley will benefit from the opportunity to meet 
in a face-to-face, friendly setting to collaboratively develop and refine their ideas and positions. 
In matters of public interest in particular, philosophy forums create a much-needed space for 
civic engagement and civil disagreement. Philosophers are experts in maintaining a neutral 
stance as they help people express and critique competing arguments. Philosophers can help 
people see the possibility of sustaining reasonable disagreement as an alternative to demonizing 
competing camps. In addition, philosophers can assist in locating logical and empirical flaws 
when they crop up. The public, as a public, benefits from these activities. 
 
4. What is the plan for developing and 
implementing the project? Include a timeline. 
 
Timeline 
May and June, 2019 – Develop environmental ethics curriculum. 
July 8-12, 2019 – Deliver Yavapai College, College for Kids program. 
September, 2019 – Deliver Benefactors of Red Rock State Park School Connections Program as 
requested throughout the 2019-2020 school year.  
 
The public community programs would be offered throughout the year. 
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5. What other funding sources have you 
explored for this project? 
 
Benefactors of Red Rock State Park, Yavapai College, and the City of Sedona will provide 
financial support for the youth programs (described below). We have applied for a $600 seed 
grant from the Society of Philosophers in America (SOPHIA) to begin a philosophy reading and 
dialogue group. 
 
6. Please list your budget, including any 
amounts from other sources. 
 
Red Rock State Park School Connections Program  
The Benefactors of Red Rock State Park will fund the transportation, park admission, and 
supplies for the program.  
 
Yavapai College, College for Kids 
Yavapai College and the City of Sedona will fund the transportation and materials for the 
program. Yavapai College will also pay for program delivery (but not development) at $30/hour.  
 
Support from PLATO will be used to fund: (i) the development of an environmental ethics 
curriculum for College for kids; (ii) the development and delivery of an environmental ethics 
curriculum at Red Rock State Park, and (iii) the development and delivery of a wide range of 
public philosophy programs in the Greater Verde Valley.  
 
 
 


