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Abstract: This presentation aims to share the experience of teaching disadvantaged 
youths skills of reasoning and critical thinking. According to federal data, the number of 
homeless children attending public schools has been on the rise. The stresses of being 
homeless affects children’s well-being and learning. Many children move from school to 
school as their parents take them from shelter to shelter or other temporary housing 
solutions. As a result these children are held back grade levels or, more commonly, 
moved ahead without having gained the necessary skills and knowledge. The Carying 
Place (pronounced ‘caring’) teaches working homeless families with children life skills 
for attaining independent living while providing temporary short term housing and 
support services to address their individual needs. Additionally, the agency supports 
children in activities that focus on safety, self-growth, stress management, self-identity 
and recreational involvement (to name a few) with the help of local community partners. 
One such activity is The Art of Argument and Critical Thinking for adolescents. The 2 
month program was designed to teach teenagers the importance of critical thinking and 
how to engage with the world around them. The program explained the difference 
between fighting and arguing, how to make a valid and sound argument, and how to 
analyze other people’s arguments with techniques and exercises from Simple Formal 
Logic (Routledge 2018), ThinkerAnalytix, and various Philosophy for Children (PC4) 
works. This program is particularly useful today as teens are bombarded with 
information and social and political views via social media, television and popular music. 



Presenters: 

 

Joseph Milillo: Joseph holds a Masters Degree from Harvard Univesity where he 
studied South Asian Philosophy. Working by day as an Academic Librarian at the 
National Humanities Center in Research Triangle Park, Joseph’s spends his evenings 
working with disadvantaged youth struggling with homelessness. He has conducted 
guided meditations and critical thinking exercises with them. He will introducing his 
lesson plans to North Carolina high schools as an after school program for juniors and 
seniors of all backgrounds. 

 

Debalina Chatterjee, PhD: Debalina is the Children’s Program Coordinator at The 
Carying Place.  At TCP, Debalina manages schooling and transportation needs of all 
the children in the program, and also coordinates the various actives and programs 
attended weekly by the children on Thursday evenings. 


