
 
The Benefits and Challenges of Doing Philosophy in Mixed-aged Groups 

 
Doing philosophy can completely alter the classroom practice of even the most experienced teacher. 
Nearly twenty years ago, Oakwood Friends School developed an extensive curriculum in the applied 
ethics and the history of philosophy. These courses were viewed as particularly challenging, and as a 
result, restricted to older students. A number of years ago, however, there was a conscious decision, 
inspired by the philosophy for children movement, to bring philosophy to even the youngest students in 
the school. 
 
This presentation will focus on two philosophy programs developed recently, one a program for middle 
school students will high school TAs and the other an evening program of philosophy involving 
numerous age groups from the school and will discuss the methods employed in these programs. 
 
This main question  of the presentation will address concerns why open philosophical inquiry, which 
doesn’t aim to reach a specific endpoint, can have such a powerful effect when done with  mixed ages. In 
doing so, it will look at how one’s philosophy of children and of how a different understanding of how 
teaching relates to power can help achieve some measure of  epistemic justice for students.* 
 
 
*the presentation will be an adaptation of a forthcoming chapter in a collection  
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