
A Deeper Involvement with Science and the Role of Philosophy 
 

Many have speculated about the benefits of philosophy for science learning, usually 
pointing to improvements in logical reasoning, imaginative thinking, questioning, 
problem-solving, and wonder (e.g. Sprod, 1997; Gazzard, 1988). While these skills are 
essential, I believe philosophy’s true contribution to science learning is the potential for students 
to develop a “‘deep-based relation to the object of study’ as part of a larger orientation to life, the 
world, and existence” (Witz, 1999). Some educational researchers call this a ‘deeper 
involvement with science’: the discovery of a profound meaning in science that is “embedded 
within a relationship that exists between [the] self, science, and the world” (Kozoll & Osborne, 
2006). A ‘deeper involvement with science’ shares characteristics with philosophical 
experiences, including wonder, multiple perspectives, and connections among aspects of 
existence, and leads to science becoming an essential part of one’s identity and worldview. 
Philosophy for Children, by encouraging students to reflect on “big questions” and to develop 
their “philosophical selves” (Mohr Lone, 2012) places students in an ideal position to develop a 
deeper relation to science based in their identities and lifeworlds. 

My master’s thesis research aims to understand how and why students engage their 
philosophical selves in one fifth-grade science classroom and how that engagement relates to 
identity development and a deep-based relation to science. I hope to introduce the findings of 
my research during this presentation. Participants will also be engaged in discussion about their 
own deep-based relations to objects of study and the role that philosophy may play therein. 
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