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Abstract: 

Psychological research from the last fifty years demonstrates that our actions are highly 

influenced by our conception of our identity as individual selves and as members of groups. Both 

consciously and unconsciously, we categorize ourselves and others as being members of various 

social groups and distinguish between individuals based on whether they are members of our 

own group (in-group status) or members of a group to which we do not belong or identify with 

(out-group status). As demonstrated in multitudes of studies, we treat those of our in-group with 

preference and favoritism. Although one need not be prejudiced against others, in-group 

preference has an important role in systemic disparities for our interactions with other persons 

and group dynamics. In this presentation, I first detail the research on the phenomenon of in-

group preference. Second, I address the ethical implications on a variety of topics taught within 

K-12 education and why teachers should be aware of this phenomenon. Lastly, I discuss ways 

that research on this phenomenon could be used as effective classroom tools to teach students 

about the philosophical and ethical issues of personal identity, group identity, and in-group 

favoritism. The discussion time will be devoted to exploring other topics within K-12 education 

that may be affected by or related to this phenomenon, as well as additional ways to use the 

phenomenon as an effective teaching tool. 
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