
Workshop Proposal 

Workshop Title:  “What’s Luck Got to Do With It?”   Discussing Moral Luck With 4th Through 
6th Graders

Presenter:  Paul Bodin

Bio:  Paul Bodin is an instructor in philosophy at the University of Oregon.  For the past seven 
years, he has taught undergraduates to facilitate philosophical discussions with children and 
young adults in Eugene area elementary and middle schools. He also co-leads philosophical 
discussions at the Eugene Public Library.  Past discussions have included the ethics of Native 
American storytelling and the impact of digital communications on identity and community.

Workshop Description:

Juliette is a player on her after-school soccer team.  Today the team is playing in a championship 
tournament and the score is tied 0-0.  With just 30 seconds left in the game, Juliette is standing 
near the opponent’s goal and has turned briefly away from the action on the field.  From out of 
nowhere, the ball hits Juliette on the head and bounces off her and into the goal! Her team wins 
the game and the tournament. Juliette is called a hero. She even gets special mention in the 
awards ceremony.

• Does Juliette deserve her hero status?
• When should you be able to take the credit for something, and why?
• Can you take the credit for something that was based on luck?

Using many real-life examples like the one above, workshop participants will meet together in 
small groups, and later in circle, to explore this overriding question:  Can we judge what we do, 
or what we have become, if much of our life is beyond our control?

To open the workshop, participants will meet in small groups to brainstorm a double-entry chart 
on butcher paper.  On the left side:  Things that are up to us.  On the right side:  Things that are 
not up to us.  Workshop participants will be encouraged to see commonalities among the 
examples shared, and explore generalizations about which aspects of their lives are “up to 
us” (free will, agency) and what aspects are outside of our personal responsibility (external 
circumstances, fate).


