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In this presentation, I plan to report on and engage participants in a discussion about the 

Fulbright-Nehru grant project I took on from December 2018 to March 2019 through Mysore 

State University, in which I worked with Indian college and pre-college students to bring 

philosophical inquiry into elementary and middle-school classrooms in Mysore, Karnataka, 

India. 

 

My project had three main components: 

 

• I taught a college-level “Philosophy for Children” course that I regularly teach at the 

University of Washington to Mysore Statue University students  

• I led P4C lessons with pre-college students in India, including (as I do when I teach the 

UW class) college students in the lessons, so they could gain experience and practice in 

doing P4C themselves 

• I researched classical and contemporary children’s literature in India in order to find new 

books and stories to use in P4C lessons in the US 

 

My plan for the presentation is to talk a little bit about the project, and to use at least one of the 

India-sourced materials I researched in order to lead a P4C lesson with participants. 

  



Bio 

 

David Shapiro is Education Director of the University of Washington Center for Philosophy for 

Children, a UW-affiliated program that has been bringing philosophy and philosophers into 

Puget Sound area schools since 1994.  David has worked with hundreds of students, from 

kindergarteners through high-schoolers, exploring philosophy through literature and group 

activities in a supportive classroom community of inquiry.  He has written extensively on doing 

philosophy with kids and has developed curriculum materials for doing philosophy in the full 

range of K-12 classrooms.  David is also a tenured faculty member at Cascadia College in 

Bothell, WA, where he teaches a wide range of philosophy classes to college students. 

 


