
Hierocles on Georgia Avenue: (Stealthy) Philosophy for Children in Multilingual Summer Camp 
 

The pre-college philosophy movement has successfully taken academia 

 to realms outside the university campus. Methodologies for dialogue are now shared within 

public schools, preschools, and local communities. Yet if philosophical frameworks are going to 

spread even further, we may have to downplay the terminology of doing “philosophy.” In my 

experience, the word “philosophy” can get us in new doors, but other times, it keeps us out. 

During this session, participants will explore how we can effectively change the 

messaging around pre-college philosophy. I will suggest ways teachers of all grade levels and 

disciplines can be both convinced and equipped to join in the facilitating of philosophical 

conversations. And I will help participants align P4C practices against broader educational 

movements such as Reggio Emilia and project-based learning trends.  

I will scaffold our discussion using my recent summers working within the multilingual 

 classrooms of Briya Public Charter Schools as a case study. Supportive administrators first 

introduced me as a summer director who would incorporate philosophy for children into the 

curriculum. Immediately, the capable staff balked. From then on, I disguised the program’s 

philosophical roots, finding I could better support our four Washington D.C. campuses while 

speaking the Reggio Emilia language that teachers were familiar using. Both teachers and 

bilingual students seemed most ready to engage in philosophical conversations when unaware 

that they were “doing philosophy.” My challenges, successes, and reflections from two summers 

in this environment will provide a springboard for discussion of the systemic challenges we face 

integrating P4C work into existing programs today.  

 

 
 

 
 



Bio:  
Mollie Jones, PLATO member 
English & History Faculty, The Stony Brook School, Stony Brook NY  
 
In my undergraduate years, I worked alongside Erik Kenyon as he developed Rollins College’s 
P4C program. Two years later, I coordinated summer programs for Briya Public Charter Schools 
in Washington D.C. There, I implemented a (secretly) philosophy-inspired curriculum across four 
campuses; we served multilingual classrooms with students ages 3-12 years old. Throughout 
the year, I teach humanities at The Stony Brook School, where we regularly host high school 
philosophy conferences and ethics bowls.  


