
 

Socrates enters the Seminary: Community of Philosophical Inquiry with Pre-College Seminarians  

 

Pope John Paul’s Pastores Dabo Vobis highlights the important role of Philosophy in the intellectual 

formation of the candidates for priesthood. The Catholic Church acknowledges that faith alone is not 

enough without the human effort of “thinking through” its contents, such as, the doctrines and dogmas 

of the Catholic faith. Philosophy is not only indispensable due to its crucial role in discerning the truth, but 

also in helping a candidate acquire the sensibilities to be able to effectively and meaningfully engage with 

other cultures, religious beliefs, and intellectual and ethical viewpoints. Moreover, as a preparation to 

Theology, Philosophy aims at equipping seminarians with the basic skills in critical reading, analysis, 

reasoning, logic and argumentation. The acquisition of these skills necessitates constant practice and 

habituation in philosophical thinking within and among a community. In this paper, I argue that given the 

“standard” model in teaching Philosophy to seminarians today, which is still usually predicated on a “who-

said-what” approach, the Community of Philosophical Inquiry offers a viable methodological complement 

to the existing structure in the philosophical training of pre-college seminarians. The content of this paper 

is based on my actual ongoing experiences of facilitating philosophical dialogues with senior high-school 

seminarians (in a local pre-college Catholic seminary) using the Community of Philosophical Inquiry as my 

primary method. Furthermore, I will highlight the seminarians’ questions, thoughts and insights regarding 

the different problems that the Catholic Church is facing today and how these affect their personal faith, 

view of the Church, and their chosen vocation.  
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