
Call for Presentations

 June 21- 22, 2019
 

Rollins College
Winter Park, Florida

Conference Theme: The conference will emphasize the collaborative nature of philosophy for 
children, both inside the classroom and across disciplines. Expanding the traditional conception of how 
philosophy is introduced to young people, the conference will highlight many innovative ways to bring 
philosophy into classrooms and into classes devoted to other subject areas. 

Presentations that explore non-traditional forums for discussing philosophy are especially encouraged. 
Submissions on other topics in pre-college philosophy also are welcome.

Description of Conference: The 2019 PLATO Conference will feature concurrent sessions 
involving hands-on workshops, papers, and presentations on the general theme of collaboration and 
innovation, as well as other topics relevant to pre-college philosophy. 

There will also be a demonstration of the Rollins College pre-K philosophy program.  A poster session 
will showcase pre-college programs and initiatives not included in the program, as well as organizations 
that are now partnering with PLATO. 

As much as feasible, sessions will use the Community of Inquiry methodology in which participants 
interact with one another rather than listen to lectures.

Fifth Biennial Philosophy Learning and 
Teaching Organization Conference

The Fifth Biennial PLATO Conference is funded in part by the Squire Family Foundation and Rollins College.



2019 PLATO Conference Call for Proposals

Deadline to Submit: November 1, 2018

We welcome proposals for workshops, presentations/papers, and poster sessions from faculty, graduate 
students, teachers and others practicing and/or interested in pre-college philosophy. 

Workshops: These sessions will help participants apply new ideas to their own contexts. These may 
include, but are not limited to, innovative classroom techniques, new best practices, current challenges or 
programmatic endeavors. Presenters will lead workshop participants through a scafolded, collaborative 
process, and will clearly guide workshop participants through a mix of small and large group discussions. 
Presenters should frame the discussion but speak no more than 1/3 of the total allotted time.

 Proposals should include the following:
• Title
• Names and afliations of presenters, as well as short biographies. [75-word limit]
• Background of the specifc examples of practice and, if applicable, evidence of their efectiveness. [250-

word limit]
• Anticipated specifc learning outcomes for participants. [100-word limit]
• Plan for engaging workshop participants. This should include a description of handouts, PowerPoints or 

other resources provided. [100-word limit]
• Overview of the workshop to appear in the conference program if accepted. [500-word limit]

Presentations, Papers & Posters: These sessions will provide participants with scholarly 
viewpoints, seek feedback on new ideas, and model programs related to pre-college philosophy. 
Presenters should prepare to speak for half the time, allotting the other half for discussion. 

Proposals must include: 
•   Title
•   Abstract that briefy explains the relevant issue, purpose, and expected discussion themes to  be covered in the 
    20-minute talk and 20-minute engaged discussion time. [250-word limit]
•   On a separate, last page, list the name and afliation of the presenter and give a brief biography. [75-word 
limit]

Proposal Topics: Possible topics related to innovation and collaboration, in addition to those listed 
above under “Announcement and Conference Theme,” include:

• Philosophy for children outside of school, such as summer camps
• Engaging children in philosophical discussions
• Philosophy in specifc disciplines, such as science and mathematics
• Approaching philosophy through other media, such as art and flm
• Techniques for teaching philosophy to children, such as argument mapping
• Starting a pre-college philosophy program
• Philosophy of childhood
• High school ethics bowls
• Evaluating philosophy programs

Financial Support: A number of grants of $250 are available to defray expenses for teachers and 
early-career scholars. If you wish to be considered, please attach a request to your submission that details 
your anticipated expenses and need. [100-word limit]

Additional Information:  Paper, presentation, and poster proposals will be blind-refereed. 
Workshop proposals will be reviewed but not blinded. By January 31, 2019 all authors will be informed 
whether their proposals have been accepted. All presenters must become PLATO members. All 
proposals must be submitted online at: www.plato-philosophy.org/plato-conferences no later than 
November 1, 2018. Please email info@plato-philosophy.org with any questions.

http://www.plato-philosophy.org/plato-conferences
mailto:info@plato-philosophy.org
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