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Project Title: Good Kids, Mad cities (GKMC)  
Dates for Project: 6/22/18 - 8/24/18 
Amount of Funding Requested: $5,864 

1. Please describe the project, including any work that has already 
been done to develop it. (500 words max)  

The ‘Good Kids, Mad Cities’  (GKMC) project is a philosophy program that will foster three 1

domains of  intellectual development: 1) critical thinking skills, 2) intellectual virtues, and 3) political 
inquiry through the lens of  philosophical reflection and the practice of  the socratic method. 
Incarcerated and formerly incarcerated youth often struggle with the onset of  adult responsibilities 
at a much earlier age than their more privileged counterparts (Abrams & Terry, 173). Following the 
work of  Paulo Freire and other critical pedagogy scholars, I propose a philosophical and dialogical 
approach to learning in juvenile hall that emphasizes critical thought and encourages students to 
critique their political reality and find ways of  changing the world individually and collectively (See, 
Darder, 2002). This will require teachers to build solidarity with their students, especially 
incarcerated youth that  have generally been marginalized by the political community (Freire, 1970). I 
currently teach at Central Juvenile Hall in Los Angeles. The GKMC project intends to satisfy the 
underexplored and neglected opportunity of  doing philosophy with incarcerated youth.  

2. What is the purpose of  this project? (500 words max) 

(1) With regard to critical thinking skills, the goals include helping youth in juvenile hall to engage in 
civil discourse through devoting attention to argument construction, comprehension and evaluation, 
and the necessary thinking skills for everyday reasoning, understanding the distinction between 
varieties of  claims, the identification of  evidence in support of  claims and evaluate different 
position, and the role that case building and debate play in the public square. Through engaging in 
critical reasoning skills by constructing original arguments and critiquing thought experiments, 
theories and arguments, students who participate in the GKMC program will demonstrate increased 

 The name of  the project, ‘Good Kids, Mad Cities’ correlates with Kendrick Lamar’s album, ‘Good Kid, M.A.A.D 1 1

City’. The concept album is a snapshot of  Lamar’s inner life growing up on the streets of  Compton. Essentially, it is a 
relevant example of  the process of  dialogical learning, as Kendrick Lamar critiques the moral and political reality of  the 
gang culture he experienced in the inner city.  The album has been analyzed so much that it warranted the focus of  
Patrick Frits’ English Composition class at Georgia Regents University. The course draws parallels between Kendrick 
Lamar’s stories and literary works from James Joyce, James Baldwin, and Gwendolyn Brooks. For the purposes of  this 
project, I believe Kendrick Lamar offers a unique perspective of  the internal struggles of  inner city youth, specifically of  
those kids negatively impacted by incarceration, and the role that philosophical reflection can play in one’s personal 
identity.
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development of  intellectual virtues such as intellectual curiosity, courage to engage in independent 
inquiry, personal autonomy, humility to hold beliefs provisionally, and the practice of  open-
mindedness—to think outside of  the box.  

(2) A central aim of  educating for intellectual virtues is the promotion and fostering of  character virtues. 
This includes traits like the following: curiosity, wonder, open-mindedness, intellectual carefulness, 
autonomy, humility, and perseverance. Intellectual virtues can be thought of  as the personal qualities 
or characteristics of  a lifelong learner (Baehr, 2013). Lifelong learners possess a firm and powerful 
commitment to the life of  the mind. I use an intellectual virtues model of  philosophical thinking 
since it offers students reason to engage in intellectual activity, which can entail having a good reason 
that will be useful for motivating students to achieve their epistemic ends. I follow Dewey in 
thinking that, the content and structure of  an academic  curriculum should be derived from and 
formulated in ways that are sensitive to the actual experience and psychology of  students (Dewey, 
1902). A compelling feature of  the intellectual virtues is that they foster the dual educational values 
of  being i) rigorous: stretching student thinking and providing more than a short-term grasp of  the 
material, and being ii) personal: attending to and demonstrating care for who students are—their 
personal beliefs and experiences in the political community, and for the persons they are potentially 
becoming. This type of  libratory approach to learning has been grossly neglected in correctional 
education, especially in juvenile halls. Current research shows that the majority of  incarcerated 
juveniles have moderate to severe academic deficiencies (Leone et. al. 2005; Foley 2001). 

3) Through the collective practice of  intellectual virtues, philosophical reflection can be carried out 
as an exercise that motivates incarcerated youth to practice being political actors. Following the spirit of  
Freire’s work, students will learn to cultivate philosophical sensitivity to help them competently 
grapple with the complexities of  social, cultural, and political change in their immediate social 
environments. To illustrate this, the program will implement literature from theories of  restorative 
justice to help youth address the root causes of  their criminal behavior, to practice taking 
responsibility with the aim of  moral repair; putting things right. And, importantly, GKMC will offer 
an historical survey of  social justice activists such as, Martin Luther King Jr., Malcom X, Cesar 
Chavez, and Noam Chomsky, among others, who exemplify moral and political ideals that 
incarcerated youth can glean from. Through the use of  “thinking routines” (Ritchhart, 2004), the 
GKMC program will offer youth the intellectual opportunity to question the status of  their own 
marginalization as victims of  severe social injustice and alienation from the dominant political 
institutions (Watson, 2015). 

3. Who will benefit from the project, and how? (500 words max) 

Studies show that people who receive education in prison are much more likely to gain employment, 
be role models, and become active members of  their communities when they leave. Following the 
leaders in the prison education movement, such as the Bard Prison Initiative, Freedom Education 
Initiative, Goucher Prison Partnership, and the Prison University Project, GKMC is committed to 
supporting youths’ intellectual and professional development and their capacity to assume roles of  
responsibility in their communities post-release. Philosophy is historically neglected in prison 
education, this is particularly true for incarcerated youth. I tend to remedy this problem: the GKMC 
program will works towards partnering with Arete Preparatory Academy (my host institution) and 
calling to account other schools of  privileged groups to pay attention to the sharp social inequalities 
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across race and class lines and the diminished employment prospects for young people formerly 
incarcerated. 

I currently teach creative writing in Central Juvenile Hall, Los Angeles through the organization, 
InsideOUT Writers. Through InsideOUT, youth are empowered with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to successfully reintegrate into their communities, becoming advocates for their future. 
The vision of  GKMC is to cultivate the the political motivations of  youth incarcerated, at Central 
and Sylmar, by providing the opportunity to practice the intellectual virtues through the lens of  
philosophical inquiry. 

The GKMC program will conduct weekly philosophy classes with incarcerated youth. Following the 
work of  Ron Ritchhart, the program will implement philosophy thinking routines and philosophy 
modules covering subjects such as, philosophical methodology/critical thinking, applied ethics, 
philosophy of  religion, philosophy of  personal identity, epistemology, and especially political 
thinking in topics of  social and political philosophy including: the foundations of  political authority, 
the nature and grounds of  economic justice, the limits of  tolerance, considerations of  community, 
race, gender, and culture in questions of  justice, and radical critiques of  current political theories.  

Additionally, students who participate in the program will be able to continue engaging in 
philosophical inquiry after they are released by participating in a political philosophy reading groups. 
In tracking success of  the program, it is helpful to bear in mind three broad criteria: magnitude, 
persistence, and transfer. Success will be determined to the extent that the program can show some 
magnitude of  impact on learners’ thinking, with effects that persist beyond the period of  
instruction, and with transfer to other contexts and occasions (Ritchhart, 2004). 

4. What is the plan for developing and implementing the project? 
Include a timeline. 

The course will last seven weeks and students will be subsequently interviewed in small groups. 
Some of  the key themes to emerge from the interviews will ideally include: personalized 
development of  intellectual virtues (i.e. students will choose which virtues they wish to cultivate), 
personal identity, reasoning and critical consciousness, and the power of  community. Incarcerated 
youth will feel the interpersonal and critical reasoning skills they gained through the program and 
specifically how philosophy can help them in the outside world.  

The GKMC project will develop a curriculum that can be used as a platform to implement in the 
broader educational frameworks of  juvenile hall in Los Angeles, and elsewhere in the country. 

Partnership with GKMC will call to account privileged groups (i.e. Los Angeles private education 
institutions) to pay attention to the sharp social inequalities across race and class lines and the 
diminished employment prospects for young people formerly incarcerated. 

The research will be submitted for presentation to relevant upcoming conferences, including the 
American Association of  Philosophy Teachers (AAPT), the 2018 APA Committee on the Teaching 
of  Philosophy (CTP), the annual conference for the Association for Practical and Professional 
Ethics, the International Conference on Education and Pedagogy, among others. 
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Tentative Timelines: 6/22/18 — 9/7/18 

Travel—Bard Prison Initiative (Bard College), Justice in Education Initiative (Columbia University), 
Prison University Project (San Quentin) 
6/22 — 6/27 

GKMC Curriculum Development 
7/2 — 7/13 

First week teaching GKMC Program—Central Juvenile Hall 
7/16 — 7/22 

Second week teaching GKMC—Central Juvenile Hall 
7/23 — 8/3 

Third week teaching GKMC—Central Juvenile Hall 
8/6 — 8/10 

Fourth week teaching GKMC Program—Barry J. Nidorf  Juvenile Hall (Sylmar) 
8/13 — 8/17 

Fifth Week teaching GKMC Program—Sylmar 
8/20 — 8/24 

Sixth Week Teaching GKMC Program—Sylmar 
8/27 — 8/31 

Seventh Week Teaching GKMC Program—Sylmar 
9/3 — 9/7 

Presentation of  research and GKMC teaching outcome: 
3/28/18 — 4/1/18, in San Diego, CA. 
2018 Pacific APA meeting with the American Association of  Philosophy Teachers Workshop/
Committee on the Teaching of  Philosophy 

5. What other funding sources have you explored for this project? 

N/A 
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6. Please list your budget, including any amounts from other sources. 

Project Grant Period: 6/22/2018 - 9/7/2018 

1. Salaries & Wages 
Living stipend: $3,500 

2. Travel 
4-day trip to visit the Bard Prison Initiate and Columbia University’s Justice-in-Education Initiative 
(Los Angeles to New York Air $650; per diem $125 x 4 days)  
Total travel cost: $1,800 

3. Website 
Consultation Web Design Fees: $90/day/2 days = $180 
Squarespace annual fee: $144 
Total website cost=$324 

4. Supplies & Materials 
GKMC reading/activity packets/custom binder/lamination/prints: $4.69 each x51 = $240 
Staples fees: 
Pages:  20 INCLUDED  
Black and White:  INCLUDED  
8.5" x 11" Letter:  INCLUDED  
Standard 24# Paper:  INCLUDED  
Binder:  1/2 INCH INCLUDED  
Total supplies cost: $240 

 Total project budget: $5,864 
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PROJECT ADVISORY BOARD  

Austin Sarat, Professor of  Jurisprudence and Political Science 
Amherst College 
adsarat@Amherst.edu 

Elizabeth Calvin, Senior Advocate, Children’s Rights Division 
Human Rights Watch 
Fair Sentencing for Youth 
calvine@HRW.org 

Laura Abrams, Professor of  Social Welfare 
UCLA Luskin School of  Public Affairs 
abrams@luskin.ucla.edu 

Mindy Velasco, Writing Program Director 
InsideOUT Writers 
mindy@insideoutwriters.org 

Jason Baehr, Professor of  Philosophy, Co-Founder of  The Intellectual Virtues Academy 
Loyola Marymount, Los Angeles  
jbaehr@lmu.edu 

Ernst Fenelon Jr. 
Prison Education Project, Cal Poly Pomona 
eyfenelonjr@yahoo.com 
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