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PLATO Philosophy Fund Application 

 
Thank you for Applying! 

 
Project Title: Corrupt the Youth Summer Philosophy 
Institute  
Dates for Project: Summer 2018: June 11 – July 6 
Amount of Funding Requested: $5,660 
 
1. Please describe the project, including any 
work that has already been done to develop it. 
(500 words max) 
 
Corrupt the Youth was founded in Spring 2016 at the University of Texas at Austin. Our Austin-
based chapter works as an in-school program at Eastside Memorial High School, a Title 1 
school.1 In Spring 2017 we expanded to the Los Angeles area, in collaboration with students at 
USC and UCLA. Corrupt the Youth-LA works with the LGBTQ Youth Center of Greater LA.  
 
Our existing in-school programs aim to help bridge the gap between what students are learning 
in high school and what they will be expected to do in college. Part of the motivation in exposing 
students to philosophy at this particular stage in their high school career is to prepare them for 
the high-level texts with which they will be engaging, and the level of abstraction that many 
college-level courses require. But students can benefit from philosophy specifically because it 
can be useful in helping them think through the big problems and questions we all face: Are we 
morally obligated to help others?; What is power, who has it, and why?; Are the laws just?; and 
so on. Students from disadvantaged backgrounds are rarely asked to share and develop their own 
views on the answers to these important questions. And we believe that being asked what you 
think should not be a privilege afforded only to those that can attend college.  
 
Engaging in philosophical inquiry allows students to reflect critically on their beliefs, values, and 
commitments. Exploring some of the complex issues, both theoretical and practical, that 
philosophy concerns itself with, helps to shape students who are better thinkers and better 
listeners, who are more empathetic and more reflective. 
 
One goal of Corrupt the Youth is to provide students with a framework through which to 
understand, critically evaluate, and address some of the unique issues that we face today (like 
police brutality, dog-whistle politics, and xenophobia, to name a few). But the program primarily 
aims to empower students to be advocates for themselves. Through this program, students 
engage with complex moral and logical entanglements that they can begin to unpack and discuss, 
                                                
1Title 1 schools are schools with high numbers or high percentages of children from low-income families. 
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and in doing so, they not only gain tools for living but hopefully also a sense of empowerment 
and agency. 
 
 
2. What is the purpose of this project? (500 
words max) 
 
Corrupt the Youth is a four-week long summer philosophy institute for high school students, 
specifically aimed at students from groups underrepresented in philosophy. The goal of Corrupt 
the Youth is to bridge the ‘opportunity gap’ between low-income, minority students and their 
wealthier peers. In teaching philosophy, Corrupt the Youth offers students a set of tools with 
which to understand, critically assess, and address the issues they will face in their lives. 
Developing these skills ensures that students can advocate for themselves and succeed in other 
environments. Through engaging in philosophical inquiry they discover and strengthen their own 
voices and clarify their own thoughts and ideas.  
 
As has been aptly noted by many working in our profession, philosophy has a pipeline problem. 
While minorities (women, people of color, and those from low-income backgrounds) may be 
well represented in undergraduate philosophy classrooms, their numbers drop substantially in 
graduate school, and they are even less well represented in tenure-track appointments.  There are 
a number of excellent programs meant to address this drop-off. However, in addressing the 
pipeline problem exclusively at the undergraduate level, we still miss a large number of those 
students who simply never make it into the philosophy classroom at all – students who, as they 
leave high school for college, never even consider a career in philosophy or know what 
philosophy is.  
 
If the pipeline problem is happening before students make it to the post-secondary level, then we 
need to make more concerted efforts to bring philosophy high school students. Speaking from 
experience, I nearly didn’t make it to philosophy – I had no idea it was a subject one could study 
or pursue as a serious career. I believe many high school students are in a similar situation, 
especially those attending under-resourced schools, where they are unlikely to have had 
opportunities to study philosophy.  
 
In exposing students to philosophy, I believe we can increase the number of students from 
underrepresented backgrounds that are interested in pursuing a career in philosophy. We can 
provide a space for students to learn philosophy that is free from the prejudices and biases that 
tend to discourage students in college classrooms. Additionally, because more high school 
students are oriented towards social justice work, philosophy provides a framework for them to 
understand the issues social justice work faces, and a method for critically addressing those 
problems they face. This allows them to see not only the theoretical virtues of philosophy, but 
the practical applications, as well.  
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3. Who will benefit from the project, and how? 
(500 words max) 
 
The mission of Corrupt the Youth is to bring philosophy to those who lack access to it. Our goals 
in creating a summer philosophy institute are both qualitative and quantitative. Our quantitative 
goals include helping students to improve on skills necessary for college success and improving 
their ACT scores. We will measure student progress on the ACT, in part, to determine to what 
extent exposure to skills in philosophy (like critical thinking and analysis) correlated to improved 
scores. In addition, we want students to experience an atmosphere similar to that of college so 
that they feel more confident about attending to college and exploring philosophy as a college 
major.   
 
We also aim to help students strengthen their writing skills so that they are better able to express 
and communicate their ideas with others. We want students to develop the skills that will allow 
them to feel like they belong at the university level. We will require that students complete a 
four-five paged, double-spaced paper on a topic related to one of the courses they are enrolled in. 
 
Qualitatively, in attending college-level courses, we want students to be inspired to become life-
long learners who see the study of philosophy not only as a pathway to success but as a life-
changing experience. Philosophy provides a rich variety of frameworks that allow student to 
think about problems, both social and personal, in increasingly meaningful and productive ways. 
By using the tools of philosophy to work toward solving these sorts of problems, students can 
rediscover the excitement of learning and of intellectual curiosity. Students so often remark that 
they once loved school and learning, but now see it as an endless stretch of hoop-jumping 
drudgery. Consequently, we believe the play inherent in philosophy allows students the 
opportunity to revisit the joy they once felt in learning—that all people feel upon arriving at the 
cusp of discovery—and to leverage this into a greater sense of opportunity—a reach toward 
higher education, a renewable curiosity that will keep students’ passions alight as they navigate 
the increasingly complex world of higher education, adult life, and even reckoning with 
structures of power and politics.  
 
Even further, we see students developing the ability to craft careful arguments that can be used to 
influence those in the seat of power to hew close to what is just and moral. In what we’ve 
experienced so far, students come alive most at the point where theory and practice intersect—
and the power and precision that they begin to yield is inspiring, especially for those issues that 
most intimately impact their lives. We find that this sort of collaborative setting helps to free 
students of the fear that their ideas are silly or somehow inappropriate, but are, in fact, quite 
reasonable and are shared by others. The deep and permanent value of this sort of validation is 
beyond our capacity to measure, but forms that kind of experience that we seek to produce in 
philosophy. 
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4. What is the plan for developing and 
implementing the project? Include a timeline. 
 
Corrupt the Youth will be held at Eastside Memorial High School in east Austin, Texas in the 
summer of 2018. Corrupt the Youth will run for four weeks during the summer, beginning June 
11 and ending July 6. Our goal is to enroll 80 students from across the Austin area. Preference 
will be given to students of color and women, as well as students from low-income backgrounds. 
We intend to reserve 75% of the positions for these students. The program is restricted to rising 
freshmen, sophomores, and juniors (students who will be entering these grades in the fall after 
the program ends).  
 
The plan is to offer four different modules:  

1) Race and Gender, 
2) Introduction to Ethics, 
3) Introduction to Political Philosophy, and  
4) Critical Reasoning and Argumentation.  

 
Students will be required to take either Critical Reasoning or Introduction to Political Philosophy 
(but can take both, if they choose). Classes will be capped at 20 students.  
 
Each class will be offered twice a day, once in the morning and once in the afternoon. Morning 
classes will begin at 9 AM and end at 11 AM. Afternoon classes will begin at 1 PM and end at 3 
PM. Qualified PhD candidates or professors in philosophy from the Austin area will teach the 
philosophy courses (we will accept applications from those at institutions other than UT, but 
prefer those who live in Austin or can easily commute, in order to avoid housing costs). 
 
Students will take a one-hour writing course from 3 PM to 4 PM on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. We are planning for the University Writing Center at the University of 
Texas at Austin to facilitate the writing sessions.  
 
On Wednesday afternoons, students will participate in ‘round tables’, facilitated by course 
instructors. Round-tables involve three 20-minute ‘rounds’ in which students work, in small 
groups, to apply the skills they have learned to a philosophical question or topic, or a 
contemporary moral problem. For round tables, students will be in groups of four, and form new 
groups at the end of each 20-minute round. This gives students an opportunity to interact with 
students in classes other than those they are taking, it allows students to consider a variety of 
viewpoints, and it gives them a safe space to practice thinking critically and problem solving 
with others, as well as to develop argumentative skills to persuade others.  
 
All three rounds will focus on similar, or related topics, in order to give students a chance to 
think through some of their potentially contradictory viewpoints. Additionally, this practice 
allows students to build a conceptual map so they can better understand how various, seemingly 
disparate, topics interact.  
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For instance, in round one, students might discuss the following question: “Is abortion murder?” 
In round two, students might discuss the following: “Is the death penalty a beneficial practice, 
even if it means that some innocent people are put to death by mistake?” Finally, in round three, 
students might discuss the following prompt: “Can one rationally be pro-life and support the 
death penalty?”  
 
These are difficult, and controversial, questions, especially for high school students. However, 
the point of Corrupt the Youth is for students to be challenged. Sometimes that makes students 
uncomfortable, but discomfort fosters growth. Round tables give students a chance to discuss 
these difficult topics with their peers (rather than instructors) so that they don’t feel influenced or 
pressured to think as their instructors do – a fear I have often heard students express. Round 
tables are an opportunity for students both to express their ideas, as well as to be challenged by 
peers. 
 
To demonstrate that students have mastered the philosophical tools and concepts they learn over 
the course, students will be assessed in two ways: first, by measuring their improvement on the 
English and Reading sections of the ACT, and second, by completing a small (four-five page) 
‘term’ paper on a topic discussed in one of their courses.  
 
Students will work on their paper during the one-hour writing sessions offered in the afternoon.  
Students will be required to take the ACT prior to their entrance in the course, and we will spend 
the final day of the program (July 6) administering the two ACT sections (so we can measure 
growth over the program).  
 
Instructors will spend time in training Friday, June 8 and Saturday, June 9 from 9 AM until 3 PM. 
Training will cover behavior management techniques, reading strategies for low-level readers, 
lesson planning, evaluation and assessment, project-based instruction, and time management. In 
addition, all instructional staff must attend faculty-wide meetings held Wednesdays from 4 to 5 
PM. The purpose of these meetings is to discuss any students who may need early intervention, 
to discuss instructional practices and strategies that are (or aren’t) working and to solicit 
feedback on how the program is progressing (for both students and instructors). We hope that 
these meetings will provide instructors with an opportunity to refine their practices in a 
collaborative setting and to ensure that students are receiving the instruction that best suits their 
needs.  
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5. What other funding sources have you 
explored for this project? 
 
I am seeking additional funding from three additional sources. The first is the APA Grant for 
Diversity and Inclusiveness. I have submitted an application for a $1000 grant, but will not be 
notified about the status until November. The second is from the Department of Philosophy at 
the University of Texas. They have a small fund for outreach programs, but can offer no more 
than $1500. The third source is the Corps Member Education Foundation (CMEF). CMEF is 
similar to crowd funding, but is specifically for educational programs. I plan to seek funding here 
for the long-term success of the program, as well as to supplement funding from the APA (in 
order to cover the costs of instructional staff).  
 
I am also reaching out to several organizations that grant small sums of monies to educational 
programs, including but not limited to: The Squire Family Foundation, The Spark Plug 
Foundation, and Google for Non-Profits.  
 
6. Please list your budget, including any 
amounts from other sources. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Project Expense Item Budget Amount Amount 
confirmed 
or 
requested* 
from other 
sources  

 

Amount requested 
from PLATO 

Transportation (school buses) $3200 0 $3200 
AISD Facility Use $3325 $3325  
AISD Insurance $200 $200  
Staff payment (Instructors)  $6000 $6000  
School supplies $860 0 $860 
Student textbooks $1600 0 $1600 
Program Director pay $2000 $2000  
Food $400 $400  
    
    
    

   

$17585 $11925 $5660 
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Funding Plan: 
I am requesting $5,660 from PLATO. Some items included in the budget are required by the 
Austin Independent School District (the district in which Eastside Memorial is located). Below is 
the full layout of the budget. 
 

§ Transportation: We will need two school buses (each school bus can carry a maximum 
of 50 students). School buses are $20 per hour, for a two-hour minimum. We need buses 
to pick students up and drop them off, which requires that we pay for four hours a day for 
20 days. (If enough students have their parents dropping them off and picking them up, 
we may be able to reduce to one bus.) 

 
§ Facilities: We need four classrooms for 7 hours a day for 19 days (excludes July 4). 

AISD charges $25/per hour. School faculty and the school principal will sponsor the 
program and so we expect deep discounts. However, I’ve included the full budget request 
in the event that this changes.  

 
§ Group Liability Insurance: Required by AISD. 

 
§ Staff Payment: We want high quality instructors who are devoted to providing excellent 

instructional material for our students. While instructors will only teach four hours per 
day, we also want to compensate them for time spent planning lessons, as well as a day of 
training prior to the start of the program. As such, we intend to pay instructors a $1500 
stipend for the summer. Instructors will work, roughly, 6 hours on Wednesdays and 4 
hours every other day, in addition to 12 hours of training before the program starts. This 
amounts to roughly $15/per hour.  

 
§ Program Director Pay: The program director is responsible for outreach (notifying the 

public about the program, recruiting instructors, advertising to students, etc), in addition 
to scheduling, collaborating with administrators at Eastside Memorial and officials at 
AISD, instructor training, curriculum design, early warning intervention, program 
evaluation, and so on. I project the program director will work every day of the program 
from 8 AM to 5 PM (or 9 hours a day), in addition to the 12-hour training, and 
approximately 50 hours leading up to the start of the program (to complete the outreach 
and development activities outlined). The program director will be paid a stipend of 
$2000 (or $8/per hour).  

 
§ School Supplies: As many of our students will likely come from low-income 

backgrounds, we would like to provide all participating students with a 3-ring binder, a 
composition notebook, a pack of paper and a pack of pencils. We’d also like to provide 
teachers with teaching supplies (including white board markers, a pack of pens, and a 
large sticky-note posters). We estimate supplies will cost $10/student and $15/instructor.  

 
§ Course textbooks: Textbooks will be designed by the program heads, and consist of short 

passages pulled from larger philosophy texts, followed by reading questions, which will 
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allow students to engage more deeply with the text. These will be compiled and copied at 
FedEx Office. We estimate each coursebook will cost $20.  

 
§ Food: AISD provides breakfast and lunch for free. I am requesting $400 from to cover 

snacks during the four weeks, to cover the costs of an end-of-program celebration, and to 
cover the costs of breakfast and lunch for instructors on training days.  

 


