
PLATO Philosophy Fund Application  

Project Title: Beautiful Minds 

Dates for Project: November 14, 2016 to June 02, 2016 

Amount of Funding Requested: $1075 

 

 1. Please describe the project, including any work that has already been done to develop it. 

What is the purpose of this project?  

A lot of my peers are lost, we are not sure who we are, we are disconnected from one 

another and from ourselves. This is a strange place and we all need guiding blocks to guide us. 

To some this guiding blocks could be philosophy, but we wouldn't know because we are not 

given the chance to decide for ourselves. At a lot District of Columbia  public schools including 

the school we attend, Columbia Heights educational campus,  philosophy is not a subject taught 

in the classroom, most student have no idea what it is to begin with. It is for this reason we were 

inspired to create Beautiful minds. In an attempt to inspire deep thought, critical thinking and 

search for understanding, Beautiful Minds was created. Through beautiful minds,teens are 

inspired to learn about concepts dealing with  existence as a whole such as existentialism, 

absurdism, stoicism and a lot more and in turn  relate their understanding of this concepts to their 

life. Teens are also given a chance to share their opinions and perspective on life while listening 

to others and learning from them. By creating a space where teens feel free to ask questions and 

freely express their opinions, they begin to identify their place in the world, what kind of person 

they want to be and how to live. So far we have held nine sessions and we plan to launch a 

competition by February 06, whereby teens will get to respond to a prompt about the nature of 



reality and prizes will be awarded. We've a total income of $700 dollars which we raised through 

grants and learn-serve seed fund, which will be used to fund the competition. Our ultimately goal 

is to aide in developing a thoughtful generation, critical thinkers and beautiful minds, one person 

at a time 

 

3. Who will benefit from the project, and how? (500 words max)  

This Venture was created with With our Fellow adolescent in mind. We deeply desired to make a 

difference, to aide in creating the brighter future we all hope the is, to instil hope where the 

seems to be none left and create connections where one feels alone. As teenerger, we are only 

waking to the world, everything is puzzling and having philosophy causes one to realise that they 

are not alone, teenergers come to realise that the question the ask, the things that baffle them 

have baffled brilliant minds for centuries, Beautiful encourages teens to asked Questions, to be 

analytical to challenge the status quo and sake to make themselves better and attempt taking a 

step towards making their community better. As it is often said, “Be the change you want to see 

in the world” But then one ought to know themselves to be able to understand the world before 

they could move forward to make it better. One mind at a time we move forward as a generation, 

to reach our full potential and maybe be the generation that creates a world with a little less hate, 

less war and less suffering. 

 

 

 

 



4. What is the plan for developing and implementing the project? Include a timeline.  

Beautiful minds is a venture with two parts to it, the first is an after school 

program/school club where high school students meet once a week to discuss various school of 

thoughts, learn about various philosophers, discuss philosophical issues and apply what they 

learn to their lives all with the hope of gaining a better sense of who they are and how to relate to 

the world. The second part is  a competition in which high school students would be given an 

opportunity to express themselves by responding  and share their opinions on a philosophical 

prompt based on the nature of reality they perceive. The will be free to voice their perspective 

using any mediums which best conveys their message, be it art, writing, film etc.  Our venture is 

innovative and unique because it creates various options for high school students to engage in 

philosophy including students who may not be able to participant in the afterschool program.  

As of November to January, we have held 09 sessions of philosophy club, the last session of 

philosophy club will be on June 01, 2017. We  plan to launch the Interpretive competition by 

February 06, 2017 and close it on March 13. We will  have the Award ceremony on June 01, 

2017. 

 

5. What other funding sources have you explored for this project?  

We applied for the Disney friends for change grant of five hundred dollars which we got, and we 

got a matching seed fund of two hundred dollars from learnserve organization.  

 

 

 



6. Please list your budget, including any amounts from other sources. 

Resources 

Needed 

Number needed Unit cost ($) Total cost ($) Reason 

First prize 1 500 500 Awarded 

Second Prize 1 400 400 Awarded 

Third Prize 1 300 300 Awarded 

Fourth Prize 1 200 200 Awarded 

Fifth Prize 1 100 100 Awarded 

Gift Baskets 5 25 100 Honorable 

mentions and 

appreciation to 

volunteers 

(Judges & 

Mentors) 

 

Food/ Drinks 1 150 150 To be served at 
Award 
Ceremony 

 

Total expense $1775 



 

 

 

Activity/source of income Amount of income ($) 

Learnserve Seed fund 200 

Friends for change Grants  500 

 

Total Income  $700 

 

 

Budget Summary 

Total income ($) Total expense ($) Balance ($) 

700 1775 -1075 

 


