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Thank you for Applying! 

 
Project Title:  ____Philosophical Dialogue in SoCal Schools______________ 
Dates for Project: ___Spring and Fall 2017_______________________ 
Amount of Funding Requested: _______$5,000.00_____________ 
 
1. Please describe the project, including any 
work that has already been done to develop it. 
(500 words max) 
 
Our project is inspired by worldwide efforts to bring philosophy to K-12 schools.1 While the two 
of us have worked on this effort in other states and countries, and Maria herself has been 
working on this in San Diego for a number of years, together we are eager to establish a 
collaborative program in this city where no other such program exists. Specifically, our project is 
aimed at bringing philosophy to underserved schools in San Diego in partnership with the PAL 
(Partners At Learning) Program through the Education Studies Department at the University of 
California, San Diego (UCSD).2 PAL is a Service Learning Program connecting UCSD 
undergraduates with 40 underserved schools in the San Diego County. 
 
Maria taught at UCSD for ten years and recently reconnected with the PAL Program to launch 
this project. (Please see the attached Letter of Support from the Chair of the UCSD Education 
Studies Department, noting that since taking on Jessica Davis as a colleague, the name of the 
project has changed from “Philosophy for Children Program” to “Philosophical Dialogue in 
SoCal Schools.”) A native of San Diego, Jessica is writing her dissertation, in part, on 
contemporary practices of philosophy in K-12 schools. Having joined forces, Maria and Jessica 
are eager to begin bringing philosophy into area schools, given that there are no existing 
programs of the kind in the region. The PAL Program provides a great avenue to get into up to 
40 different schools and to create accredited programming: Maria developed a course in 
Philosophy for Children, which she previously taught at UCSD Extension, and we hope that by 
demonstrating our effectiveness to PAL, there may be opportunity to offer a similar class in 2018. 
 
For our classroom visits we first confirm the date and time of visits, then discuss whether there is 
a specific topic relevant to class for that week. We then choose a story that fits with the topic of 
the week. For example, Maria chose the story Swimmy by Leo Leonni when Yen was discussing 
Martin Luther King Jr. with her class. We often use the prompts found on the Teaching Children 
Philosophy website, and are hoping that over time we are able to practice the Community of 

                                                
1 “Why Philosophy? Why Now?” Philosophy Learning and Teaching Organization (PLATO). 2016. Retreived from 
http://www.plato-philosophy.org/why-plato/ 
2 Partners at Learning (PAL), 2017, http://palprogram.ucsd.edu/. Accessed 29 January 2017. 
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Inquiry model wherein students develop their own questions and vote on them, then engaging in 
metacognition following the philosophical dialogue.3 For now, we read the story to the entire 
class first then divide the class into two smaller groups (generally around 10 children in a small 
group) for discussion. Maria and Jessica take turns facilitating the group discussions; one group 
works independently on an assignment while the other group is in dialogue.  
 
In discussing the story Swimmy, one question we focused on was how Swimmy helped the others 
overcome their fears. We eventually asked in what ways MLK Jr. was similar to Swimmy, 
resulting in a conversation on facing fears to work together for fairness, and how to handle 
bullying. 
 
2. What is the purpose of this project? (500 
words max) 
 
The purpose of the project is to work with schools and teachers affiliated with the PAL Program 
and other interested schools in San Diego, which strangely – being such a large city – does not 
have any active group working on philosophy in schools. Working through PAL is an excellent 
opportunity to start this project that we hope to develop to surrounding areas, which are also 
lacking K-12 philosophy. 
 
Partnership Program between Philosophical Thinking and SoCal Schools and PAL: 
 
Focus is on integrating Philosophy for Children into the PAL Program in order to: 
 

• Create additional faculty and teacher support for implementing the Common Core 
Curriculum (a PAL requirement) by nurturing a deeper conceptual understanding of the 
curriculum and the skills to independently question, analyze, and evaluate curriculum 

 
Philosophy for Children in the PAL classroom will help students to: 
 

• Develop skills for providing good arguments and for evaluating and integrating the 
arguments of others 

• Develop a relationship with curriculum so that they can learn by being personally 
invested, without having to rely exclusively on memorization 

• Develop the confidence and experience in transferring their knowledge and 
understanding to the real world and real world issues 

• Develop communication skills by realizing the importance of what they and others think 
and the skills to listen to themselves and others 

 
Additional focus will be on: 

                                                
3 See Teaching Children Philosophy, 2017, http://www.teachingchildrenphilosophy.org/. Accessed 29 January 2017. 
For a good description of the Community of Inquiry method and the history of it being used in schools see Maughn 
Gregory and David Granger, “Introduction: John Dewey on Philosophy and Childhood,” Education and Culture 28, 
no. 2 (2012): 1-25. 
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• Curriculum and resource development for PAL and other classes 
• Guest speaking or discussion sections in PAL classes 
• Working with interested partner teachers and offering demo lessons 
• Encouraging students to contribute to the Questions: Philosophy for Young People 

journal 
• Documenting examples of integrating philosophy across the disciplines and across 

different grade levels 
• Creation of a Philosophy for Children Center in San Diego, in which undergraduate as 

well as graduate students could participate  
 
3. Who will benefit from the project, and how? 
(500 words max) 
 
Our project will benefit all K-12 students and teachers in the San Diego area. Many outcomes of 
the project align with Common Core standards, making it a “win-win” for students, teachers, and 
administrators. Upon repeated sessions, students will become experienced dialogue participants. 
They will demonstrate their propensity for civic dialogue when they raise questions, and in 
efforts to answer them collectively, ask for clarification, assess claims based on evidence and 
reason, check for understanding, connect their own ideas with others, and modify their views in 
light of new information. These skills correspond with Common Core Standards CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.3.1.C, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.3, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.8, and SL.7.1.D.4  

Further, students will demonstrate that they’ve become more reliable thinkers by summarizing 
points of agreement and disagreement whilst immersed in and seeking out diverse perspectives, 
and will be able to revise their positions based on new evidence that is brought up within 
dialogue sessions. With this appreciation for contradictions, both productive and unreasonable, 
within classroom conversations, students are able to apply standards of reasoning to experiences 
outside of school as well. These skills correspond with Common Core Standards CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.9-10.1D, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1.C, and CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-
12.1.D.5 

In our visits to classrooms so far, we have already been given positive feedback and 
endorsements that indicate that we are going in the right direction. Third grade teacher Yen Dang 
wrote the following note to Caren Holtzman, the Director of the PAL program at UCSD, to share 
our progress so far: 
 

“Hi Caren, thank you so much for connecting me with Maria and Jessica.  Today was 

                                                
4 National Governors Association Center for Best Practices, & Council of Chief State School Officers. (2017). 
Common Core English Language Arts Standards Retrieved from http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-
Literacy/introduction/students-who-are-college-and-career-ready-in-reading-writing-speaking-listening-language/ 
5 National Governors Association Center for Best Practices, & Council of Chief State School Officers. (2017). 
Common Core English Language Arts Standards Retrieved from http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-
Literacy/introduction/students-who-are-college-and-career-ready-in-reading-writing-speaking-listening-language/ 
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there second visit to my classroom and my students really enjoy their discussions.  I can 
see that all are engaged, excited, and motivated to participate. 
 
It's very refreshing and mind opening to hear my students think and share about these big 
ideas like sharing, ownership, individual responsibility, teamwork, unity, differences, 
etc.  I'll send you more videos when I get a chance, but this is definitely something I will 
promote to my colleagues.  I think students of all ages will respond well to these 
philosophical discussions. Thank you again for thinking of me…” 

 
Student and teacher interest thus far indicates that our project offers a refreshing tone for the 
class. To measure and record this, we debrief with the children after dialogue and then ask them 
to write about either what they like about the story, or their response to a particular question. For 
example, regarding Leo Leoni’s Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse, we asked students to write 
on whether they would want to be a real mouse of wind-up mouse, and why. Students will 
submit work to Questions, and we are hoping to be able to publish a class journal on 
philosophical work, which we believe will contribute to student confidence.  
 
4. What is the plan for developing and 
implementing the project? Include a timeline. 
 
Our schedule now includes visiting Yen Dang’s third grade class once a week and Jo Ellen 
Hamilton’s third grade class at Chula Vista Hills every other week. Recently, Yen introduced us 
to the first grade teacher, Pat Duran, at El Toyon Elementary, and we are planning on visiting her 
class every other week as well. Since we have already started to develop and implement the 
project on a strictly volunteer basis, we would appreciate funding to help us both maintain our 
currently level of involvement at El Toyon Elementary and with the PAL Program, and to further 
our project’s goals. We would appreciate funding to help us both maintain our currently level of 
involvement, and hope that additional funding will help us to expand the program with more 
schools in the future. 
 
Timeline for the Philosophy for Children/PAL Partnership: 
 
There will be three phases: 
 

• Phase I: Groundwork Phase – This is our current phase. We are focusing on becoming 
familiar with the PAL Program and the Common Core Standards, and deciding how best 
to introduce the Philosophy for Children Program into the schools through education and 
research. We will continue classroom visits every Tuesday at El Toyon Elementary, 
occasional visits to Chula Vista Hills, and reporting back to the PAL Program Director. 

• Phase II: Growth Phase – Our focus will be on meeting with interested faculty, students, 
and teachers, and providing demo lessons and classes. We will provide teachers with 
resources and will possibly be able to offer a Continuing Education course in Philosophy 
for Children through PAL or UCSD Extension. If proper connections at PAL high 
schools are made, we can possibly create a High School Ethics Bowl team that could 
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compete at the SoCal Regional High School Ethics Bowl (Jessica has experience with 
judging at and organizing Regional Bowls, and has met with the Director of the 
Undergraduate Team at San Diego State University (SDSU) – they run a class for the 
Undergraduate Ethics Bowl Team. Collaboration with SDSU is possible down the line.) 

• Phase III: Sustainability  – We will create an archive of resources, wherein we will 
share documentation of the work done by students and teachers. Very long-term we 
would like to possibly create a PLATO Philosophy for Children Center within the UCSD 
Education Studies Department or at another college or university once Jessica has 
finished her PhD. 

 
5. What other funding sources have you 
explored for this project? 
 
Maria submitted grant proposals to the following funding sources in 2016, all of which were 
rejected:  Price Philanthropies, Girard Foundation, The Parker Foundation, The Berggruen 
Foundation, The Open Society Foundation, and The Xerox Foundation. Maria and Jessica also 
submitted a grant proposal to the AAPT, which was rejected. We are also looking toward 
possibilities from NEH, though are aware that this may not be viable in the future, due to 
governmental changes.  
 
6. Please list your budget, including any 
amounts from other sources. 
 
Our budget would include $2,500 for Jessica and $2,500 for Maria, for the Spring and Fall of 
2017. For each of us, the $2,500 would (help) cover the following efforts:  
 

• Conducting philosophy groups in class once a week. 32 weeks (meeting for 1-1.5 hours 
per class once a week) x $50.00 = $1,600.00. This is in addition to preparation time, 
which includes researching stories that fit with what the teacher is discussing in class for 
each week, and time to compile reports based on our class time. Further, we set aside 
time to network with PAL Director and teachers at other PAL affiliated schools. 

• Commuting to El Toyon Elementary School (36 miles round trip), in National City and 
other PAL schools. (We take turns carpooling to National City.) 32 miles round trip (at 
least once a week) x .53 per mile = $17.00/ 32 weeks x $17.00 = $544.00. 

• Maria’s travel to ICPIC in Madrid, Spain where she will be delivering a paper on 
Philosophy for Children. $2,000 for flight plus accommodations. 

• Jessica’s participation in the IAPC Summer Institute on Philosophy for Children 2017 
which provides training on philosophical dialogue facilitation in K-12 schools. Institute 
cost $1,200, in addition to $400 flight. 



 
EDUCATION STUDIES TEL: (858) 534-1680 
9500 GILMAN DRIVE FAX: (858) 534-2462 
LA JOLLA, CA 92093-0070 TTY: (858) 534-1586 
 URL:  http://eds.ucsd.edu 

 
 
February 12, 2016 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Please consider this correspondence as signifying support for the proposal submitted by Dr. 
daVenza Tillmanns entitled, Philosophy for Children Program. Dr. Tillmanns will be working 
in collaboration with the Director of our Partners At Learning (PAL) Program in enacting this 
important work. We have reviewed her grant proposal and saw the video she submitted and can 
see the contribution that this work will make to our educational community. The Department of 
Education Studies and PAL Program support this work and will provide the necessary support 
under the direction of our PAL Director, Caren Holtzman who will serve a primary point of 
contact and access. We look forward to this exciting work. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

  
Alan J. Daly 
Chair and Professor 
Department of Education Studies 
University of California, San Diego   
 
 


