
Philosophy Learning and Teaching Organization  
P.O. Box 7932, Santa Cruz, California 95061  

 

PLATO Philosophy Fund Application 
Thank you for Applying! 

 
Project Title: QUESTion Leadership Program 
Dates for Project: Oct 2017 - May 2018  
Amount of Funding Requested:  $5,000  
 
 
1. Please describe the project, including any work that has already been done to develop it. (500 words max)  
 

Overview 
 
The QUESTion Project empowers high school students from underserved communities to shape their lives and future with 
meaning and purpose. Through strong partnerships with Title 11 school communities, teachers and principals, we enable 
students to develop the social-emotional foundation and skills needed to pursue higher education and a more fulfilling 
life.  

 
The QUESTion Project includes three programs: a semester-
long credit-bearing class (QUESTion Class), a young 
leadership program (QUESTion Leadership Program), and a 
school-wide event that engages the entire community in an 
exploration of big life questions (QUESTion Day). Through 
each of these programs, we provide a structure for students 
to address life questions with their peers, schools and 
communities. The programs: 

 Provide a structure for young people to engage with 
core human questions that underlie the moral and 
practical life choices they face; 

 Create an open, co-creative environment that 
supports an ongoing spirit of exploration and discovery; 

 Empower young people to shape their life and future with meaning and purpose, and a sense of responsibility for the 
greater whole. 

Proposed Funding 

 

With PLATO’s support of $5,000, 10 students from public high schools in the Bronx will be able to participate in our 

Y2017 QUESTion Leadership Program. This afterschool program engages high school students who show great 

leadership and aptitude for engaging with big life questions (priority is given to those who have completed our 

semester-long credit-bearing QUESTion Class).  

 

The QUESTion Leadership Program supports teens to become teaching assistants and mentors for their younger 

peers in the QUESTion Class; lead workshops about big life questions for teens and adults in their communities; write 

original blogs for the Huffington Post; and record original podcasts. 

 
Background 
 
The QUESTion Project started with groups of students from Florida State University, Pace University and Amherst College. 
Recognizing the need for programs like this in high schools across the U.S., we formed a partnership in 2014 with Bronx Center 
for Science and Mathematics, a public high school in the South Bronx. Together with DOE Master Principal Ed Tom, his 

                                                           
1 Title 1 schools are schools with at least 40% of students are at risk of failure and are living at or near poverty. 

 



teachers and students, we co-created our high school curriculum and developed our approach. 
 
In the two years following, we have reached over 1,700 high school students and faculty, trained numerous teachers and 
guidance counselors, and implemented 17 semester-long credit-bearing classes with great impact. Most recently, we 
launched our QUESTion Leadership Program, in which students are becoming role models in their schools and communities. 

 
 
2. What is the purpose of this project? (500 words max) 
 

Our vision is to create a movement in education in which 
students are inspired and empowered to create their lives 
and future with meaning and purpose, with the social-
emotional skills needed to become 21st century leaders.   
We do this by providing a structure for young people to 
come together to explore topics of identity, morality, human 
nature, choice, interconnectedness, the bigger picture, and 
much more. The questions we address include - but are not 
limited to - the following: 
- Who am I, and how do I change over time? 
- What is my purpose?  
- Why am I here? What is the meaning of life?  
- How can I understand other peoples’ perspectives that are not my own? What does it take to really do this?  
- How can I develop the courage to truly be myself? (And what does it mean to ‘be myself’?) 
- What is love? Do we need to be loved in order to love others?  

 
 
3. Who will benefit from the project, and how? (500 words max)  
 

Support from PLATO will fund 10 high school students from the South Bronx, NYC, in our QUESTion Leadership Program 
Y2017. Our programs currently reach youth in one of the poorest congressional districts in the U.S: the South Bronx, NYC, 
where there is a big need for programs that support the inner development of young people. All of our partners are Title 1 
public high schools (schools in which at least 40% of students are at risk of failure and who are living at or below the poverty 
line).  
 
This program gives students a platform to share their perspectives about some of the most important questions in life, and 
offers them an opportunity to inspire their peers, families and community.  

 
4. What is the plan for developing and implementing the project? Include a timeline.  
 

The QUESTion Leadership Program Y2017 will run from October 2017 through May 2018.  
 
Students who commit to the QUESTion Leadership Program become ambassadors for our project, and commit to completing 
an average of 60 hours through the program. This will include weekly presence at the Open Future Institute office, every 
Thursday from 4:00 – 6:00, and occasionally at other locations (i.e. when leading a QUESTion Community Lab, students and 
OFI staff may travel to other youth organization premises or schools). 
 
Specifically, students will engage in deep philosophical explorations and complete the following projects: 

 Produce QUESTion Podcasts 
o Through these podcasts, QUESTion ambassadors share their voices with the world. By discussing their personal 

experiences of failure, passion, fear, making choices and more, students make headway on some of life’s biggest 
questions together. Students are empowered to take on leadership roles while planning podcasts, editing them, 
and sharing them online. Check out our SoundCloud here: https://soundcloud.com/question-project 

 Lead QUESTion Community Labs 



o QUESTion ambassadors share their experiences with other groups of youth and adults; and by doing so, they 
ignite an interest in big life questions that inspire themselves and others to dig deeper. Students will reach 
schools, youth organizations, work places and community centers. 

 Co-Facilitate QUESTion Classes 
o QUESTion Ambassadors step into the role of co-facilitators of the QUESTion Class. Working side-by-side with 

teachers, they help guide classroom discussions and ignite curiosity among their peers. 

 Write blogs for the Huffington Post 
o QUESTion ambassadors are given the opportunity to share their experiences with the world through a blog 

published on the Huffington Post. They are encouraged to take what is inside and bring it out while connecting 
to the heart of the QUESTion Project journey: sharing authentic expression, big questions and wisdom through 
personal experience. 

 Implement a QUESTion Day at their schools 
o QUESTion ambassadors take on their school by storm by co-creating an unforgettable assembly called the 

“QUESTion Day.” This assembly serves as a platform where students and faculty can share their biggest 
questions and life experiences with one another. The assembly is an exciting celebration that catalyzes a 
school culture where big questions matter. 

One QUESTion Project staff will be responsible for leading the program for the entire duration. This staff will be present at all 
meetings and events, and will oversee the completion of individual and community projects.  

 
All New York City-based youth are welcome to apply, but special consideration will be given to applicants who have already 
participated in a QUESTion Class in their schools. Select applicants (up to 20, total) will be notified in early October. 
 

 
5. What other funding sources have you explored for this project?  

 
The QUESTion Project is supported by family foundations such as the Hassenfeld Family Foundation, the Heckscher 
Foundation, the Ekta Foundation, the Jesra Foundation, and the Walton Family Foundation. We also receive funding from 
NYC City Council Districts and the DOE via individual school budgets.  

 
 
6. Please list your budget, including any amounts from other sources. 
 

The budget below refers to the 2017-18 QUESTion Leadership Program only. The Overall 2017 QUESTion Project Budget is 
available upon request. 

 
QUESTion Leadership Program 2017-18 

   

Students’ scholarship  $ 1,000 x 10 students $  5,000 

Program development and curriculum $ 5,000 $  5,000 

QUESTion Project Staff 32 days  $  4,500 

Materials and travel Office materials, metro cards  $  500 

Subtotal  $  15,000 

Jesra Foundation funding received  $  5,000 

Funds requested to Plato  $  5,000 

 
 


