
Philosophy Learning and Teaching Organization 
P.O. Box 7932, Santa Cruz, California 95061 

 
PLATO Philosophy Fund Application 

 
Thank you for Applying! 

 
Project Title: 3rd Annual Philosophy Summer Camp 
Dates for Project: June 26-30, 2017 
Amount of Funding Requested: $2500 
 
1. Please describe the project, including any work 
that has already been done to develop it. (500 words 
max) 
 

In June 2017, the Philosophy Graduate Students Association (at University of Kentucky) will 

host a free, week-long day camp for around 30 high school students at the University of 

Kentucky, Lexington. This will be our third such annual camp after the success of the previous 

two. As graduate students and college teachers in philosophy, our camp coordinators and 

counselors will lead students in reflectively responding to short readings, movies, and speakers 

through personal journaling, small group discussions, and large group debate. Though these 

activities, we will help students to thoughtfully develop their ideas, their stories, and their actions. 

Firstly, students will refine their ideas by learning helpful philosophical terms and logical skills 

which will help them to clearly articulate and critically examine the beliefs and values which 

they already have. Secondly, students will expand their stories by re-narrating their own life 

experiences within larger social and political contexts, emplotting themselves philosophically 

within a ‘bigger picture’ philosophically than their daily lives, and discovering intellectual allies 

among philosophers and critical theorists from diverse cultural backgrounds. Thirdly, students 

will equip themselves for actions by examining the nature of justice and injustice and the 

relationship between theory and activism.  
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While the previous camps were successful, they did not involve many students from 

minority groups – such as African Americans and Latinos. This year, our aim is to recruit 50% of 

the participants from Lexington’s underrepresented communities. The camp will be an event 

characterized by mutual hospitality and intercultural dialogue. We will both share with the 

students the critical thinking tools which suffuse our campus community and invite them to share 

with us the ideas, values, and experiences which permeate their own neighborhoods. Our long-

term goal is that this deliberate effort toward attending to the thoughts and values of 

marginalized students will eventually no longer require us to apply for diversity funding, but that 

the inclusive, multi-cultural, and intersectional conversations which we host becomes a 

sustainable ‘new normal’ for our camp. 

In terms of preparation, we are already working with the Center for Community Outreach 

(at University of Kentucky) to help us recruit diverse participants, particularly students from 

marginalized communities. The organizers for this camp have worked in previous camps and 

have a detailed understanding of the various steps needed to plan and execute this event. 

 
 
2. What is the purpose of this project? (500 words max) 
 
As theorists and practitioners of philosophical inquiry and dialogue, the members of University 

of Kentucky’s Philosophy Graduate Student Association (PGSA) are well suited to help the 

youth in our community refine their intuitions about the nature of reality, knowledge, and values 

in order to reflect on pressing personal and social issues ranging from mass poverty to media-

driven propaganda. One major way in which PGSA tries to serve the community we live in is by 

organizing the annual UK Philosophy Summer Camp. While our past Philosophy Camps have 

been successful in helping high school students to think through their life experiences with the 
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language of philosophy, we have thus far mostly been able to reach certain types of students: 

those who are privileged enough to be preparing themselves for a college education. In the 

upcoming camp, we hope to extend our efforts to include those usually lacking the opportunity to 

learn the skills of identifying, interpreting, and evaluating the social issues which affect them 

directly. So the purpose of this camp is not only to educate and initiate high school students in 

philosophy, but also to ensure that students from minority and underprivileged groups have this 

opportunity. 

 
3. Who will benefit from the project, and how? (500 
words max) 
 
As noted above, the primary beneficiaries will be Lexington’s high school students, including 

students from minority ethnic groups, which have been traditionally underrepresented in 

philosophy. We have noted above (in response to question #1) some of the ways in which they 

will benefit. Broadly, the high school students would benefit from learning philosophical 

language to identify, interpret, and evaluate the issues in their lives (both personal and social) 

which affect them directly. Additionally, we will also help the students, particularly those who 

are from minority and underprivileged background, envision themselves as possibly becoming 

college students in the near future.  

 
4. What is the plan for developing and implementing 
the project? Include a timeline. 
 

Timeline: 

January 2017  Collaborate with other on-campus and off-campus organizations to  
develop advertising and recruiting strategies. 
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February 2017  Develop curriculum  
   Establish counselor team 
   Book venue 
 
March 2017  Advertising and Recruiting 
   Social media, emails, radio, flyers, word of mouth  
 
April 2017  Advertising and Recruiting (continued) 
 
May 2017  Enrollment deadline 
   Work with parents/community to develop carpool 

Assemble reading packets, etc. 
 
June 26-30, 2017 Summer Camp  
 
July 2017  Follow-Up with students and parents 
   Final assessment 
 
 
 
5. What other funding sources have you explored for 
this project? 
 
In 2015 we got funding from University of Kentucky’s College of Arts and Sciences, but that 

funding was discontinued the following year due to budget cuts. We applied for and received 

$1000 last year (2016) from APA’s Berry Fund for Public Philosophy. We are applying for that 

grant this year too. If we receive it, it will be a maximum of $1000. We have also applied for a 

grant from Univ. of Kentucky’s Office of Institutional Diversity. If we receive it, it will be for a 

maximum of $2500 that covers all the expenses excluding the stipend for the graduate students 

working at the camp. It could be that we receive a smaller amount that that.  

 
6. Please list your budget, including any amounts 
from other sources. 

 
Budget: These figures are based on expenses in previous camps, with a few additions.  

$200  T-Shirts (for participants) 
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$100  Background checks (for coordinators) 
$1200  Lunches for 5 days (30 students, 4 counselors) 
$250  Snacks and drinks for 5 days 
$300  Stipends for 3 speakers (3 x $100 each) 
$200  Advertising and recruiting materials 
$250  Supplies (Reading packet, notebooks, pens) 
$800  Counselor Stipends (2 x $400 each)  
$1000  Coordinator Stipends (2 x $500 each) 
 
Estimate of Total Expenses: $4300 

 
 


